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Editorial
Pay-to-play infects redistricting

Published: 2:00 AM - 02/28/12 
If you're not outraged already about the way New York's elected elite has hijacked the process that decides where you vote, here's another reminder about the real difference between the ins and the outs.

The Albany Times-Union reported this week that six members of the state congressional delegation, five of them Democrats, have spent almost $170,000 to lobby for favorable treatment by the legislators drawing up the district lines based on the numbers from the 2010 Census.

One of them even took campaign money and paid it to a lobbying firm headed by a disgraced former state senator who'd pleaded guilty to tax charges.

As if they needed any more proof, this should add to the evidence that voters already have piled up about the need for real reform in the redistricting process, the kind of reform many promised so they could get elected, but abandoned as soon as they got to Albany.
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